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The new distribution, for perhaps very
good reasons,, may eXcise part of a
district and may add to it part of another
distriet. The people in that distriet naturally
ohject and direet their member that they
want him to oppose it. The result is that
district may get completely out of balance
over a period of years, and yet it is very
hard for Parliament, for various reasons, to
address itself to a remedy. So, as in Queens-
land and in New South Wales, and in line
with what we may regard as current and
prudent practice, we say by this Bill that
having secured the right kind of commis-
sion, based substantially on the previons
commissicn, we leave it to them; and we, as
Parliamentarians, having laid down the
principles on which they are to act, allow
them to be the final arbiters in the matter
of the details of the situation and bound-
aries of the different districts. I think that
as it has operated for a good many years
in Queensland and New South Wales, this
principle is one that will commend itself to
the electors of the State and at the same
time enable an electoral balance to be maijn-
tained automsatically and satisfeetorily in a
way that has been difficult to achieve in the
past.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Yon do not think Par-
liamen: ever tried to alter the areas when
thay were sent on by the commission?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL Does the
hon. member mean 1937%

Hon. A. H. Panton: At any time.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, Par-
liamend in 1929, which is the only oceasion
where it previously dealt with the commis-
sion, accepted the commission’s findings in
the redistribution of seats Aect of that year.
Tn 1937, when the balance was lost again,
the commission made its recommendations
and the Government of the day introduced
a Bill which was, I believe, entirely based
on the eommission’s findings.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: And 25 members
voted for it but it was not suffleient,

The ATTORNEY GE}NERAL: That 1is
s0, T{ did not commend ilself to the House.

Hon. A. H, Panton: To half the House.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. [
think ii. can be said that any redistribntion

of geats Bill munst always run the risk of
not being acceptable to a considerable num-
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ber of pecple. I feel that the Bill before
the House is endeavouring to meet times
which have changed in a revolutionary way
in the last 10 or 20 years. It is designed
to provide through an impartial tribunal, a
balanee not only as between districts and
provinces, but also as between the metro-
politan area and the rest of the State, which
composés the outer areas, Atthesameiime
it does have regard to the electoral claims
and rights of the not inconsiderable number
of people—in fact the majority—who must
necessarily now and in the future be the
occupants of the metropolitan area. I think
we have achieved that, and I think the mea-
sure represents an approach to a problem
that deserves the support of the House. I
move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On molion by Hon, F. J. 8. Wise, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.53 p.m.

Tlegislative Tormeil.
. Thursday, 27th November, 1947.
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QUESTIONS.

GOVERNMENT MOTOR VEHICLES.
As te Number, Control and Fuel Allocation.

Hon. G&. W, MILES (for Hon. C. F.
Baxter) (on notice) asked the Minister for
Mines:

On the 21st October, pursuant to notice,
I asked the Minister—*What is the number
of Government motor-cars and runabouts
used by the Government?’  The Minister
replied “This information is not readily
available, but will be prepared.” Can the
Minister now supply the information%

The MINISTER replied:

The latest return shows that 153 cars and
236 utilities are in use by the fgllowing de-
partments :—

Agricullure, Chief Secretary’s, Health,
Child  Welfare, Education, Fisheries,
Forests, Fremantle Harbour Trust, Govern-
ment Stores, Industrial Develepment, Lands
and Surveys, Metropolitan Water Supply,
Mines, Native Affairs, Police, Premier’s,
Public Works, Main HRoads, Goldfields
Water Supply, Railways, Tramways, Rural
and Industries Bank, Factories and Shops,
State Hotels, State Engineering Works,
State Insurance, State Saw Mills, Housing
Commission, Wyndham Meat Works, W.A.
Meat Export Works, and W.A. Transport
Board. ' !

SERVICEMEN'S LAND SETTLEMENT.
As to Ben Ord Estate Contracts,

Hon. H. L. ROCHE (for Hon. A. L.
Loton) (on notice) asked the Minister for
Mines:

In replying to my question on Tuesday,
the 25th November, 1947, the Honorary Min-
ister stated that 60 per cent, was the agreed
percentage payment for work completed on
Ben Ord Estate. On holv much of the 4,000
acres contract has 60 per cent. payment
been advanced?

The MINISTER replied:

Sixty per cent. payment has been made
covering the work dome on 3,499 acres.

RAILWAY OMNIBUSES.
As to Number and Equipment for Country
Services,
Hon. H. L. ROCHE (on notice) asked
the Minister for Mines:
(1) Is the Minister satisfied that the Rail-
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way Departiment has supfficient vehicles to
maintain its existing country bus servieces?

(2) Is the Minister aware that the Rail-
way Department is utilising ill-equipped
and unsuitable tramway buses for some of
the above serviees? ‘

(3) Ts the Minister aware that tramway
bus No, 18 -gn the Cranbrook-Perth run on
the 25th November, 1947, was held up 28
miles from the nearest garage with a block-
age in the fuel system?

(4) Is it a fact that as there were no tools
on the bus, the crew had to borrow a shift-
ing spanner from a neighbouring farm be-
fore the bus eould proceed? .

(5} 1s it a fact that the Railway Depart-
ment has instituted the Perth-Bunbury road
service with fthe White semi-trailer bus
which has done over 90,000 miles without
a major overhaul and such overhaul js long
overdue? .

(6) Is it a fact that the Railway Depart-
ment has instituted a Perth-Pinjarra ser-
vice with a tramway bus?

(7) Will the Minister try to ensure that
no further road services are commenced un-
til his department has sufficient suitable
buses to give a reliable service and'provide
for emergencies such as mechanieal break-
downs?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) Yes, with the exception mentioned ia
paragraph (2).

{2) On the Perth-Williams via Quindan-
ning run, owing to the type of road, it is
necessary (o use a small type of bus which
is hired from the Tramway Department.

(3) Owing to a hblockage in the fuel
system the tramway bus working the Cran-
brook-Perth run on the 25th November was
delayed approximately 60 minutes and 15
minates at 132 Mile and Williams, respee-
tively.

(4) Tools are supplied for each vehicle
and it is the driver’s respousibility to see
that they are carried. If inquiries reveal
that there was no tool kit on this particular
vehicle, the matter will be taken up.

(5) The White semi-trailer is being used
temporarily on the Perth-Bunbury run and
it is anticipated that it will be released early
next weck for a major overhaul whieh is
scheduled to take place at 100,000 miles.

{6) Yes, for the initial run only.
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(7) Suflicient suitable buses are available
to maintain all existing services wth the ex-
ception mentioned in paragraph (2). At

‘ present, a spare vehicle is available in the
case of ecmergency.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Dried Fruits.
Transmitted to the Assembly.
2, Wheat Marketing.
Returned to the Assembly with amend-
ments,

BILL—INDUSTRY (ADVANCES).
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL--WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLE-
MENT AGREEMENT (LAND ACT
APPLICATION) ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

THE, HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. G,
B. Wood—East) [4.38] in moving the
second reading of the Bill said: This is n
very small Bill, The Act contains a pro-
vision for leaseg to be of 999 years’ dura-
tion, The Commonwealth Government does
not agree with that and has asked the State
to amend the Aet to provide for the leases
to be held in perpetuity. It is rather sur-
prising to me that the Commonwealth has
made that request. I do not know why it
has dcne so because I suppose in per-
petuity means almost freehold tenure of
land.

Hon L. Craig: No: it does not.

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, not
quite. But it is nearer that than 999 years,
Hon, C. @ Latham: It is about equal.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HOMN. L. CRAIG ({South-West) [4.39]:
T have always been strongly opposed fo the
issue of leases for land. I heard one mem-
ber inlerject that it was the same as free-
hold. It is nothing of the sort.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I did not say that.

The Honorary Minister: I said it was
nearer that than 999 years.

Hon L. CRAIG: When land is freehold
the owner ean do with it what he will,
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Hon. C. B. Williams: But he has to pay
rates on it and—

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. L. CRAIG: Such conditions are ap-
plicable also to leasehold land. The terms
of the lease can he altered from time to
time. Especially in the case of agrieultural
land there is the danger that, if a man
develops hig property highly, land in the
logality may incresse in value, and in the
end his annunal rates under the lease may be
greatly increased. That is important. There
is also the danger that arises, especially
in these cases, through the control of sales,
The owner of the land ean sell to whom-
ever he wishes, but in the ease of lessehold
land the Minister may not approve of the
transferee. I hope that some day the lease-
hold provisions in the land settlement legis-
lation will be entirely removed, so that
people who go on the land will own if.

I do not believe that they should have
s free hand to exploit the land or not use
it properly, but it should be their own
to transfer to their children, or to some-
body else if they so desire, There is 2
great difference between owning land and
leasing it. I feel that the better rainfall
areas, particularly, should be developed as
homes for future generations of the same
families, so that people owning land in those
areas might plant trees that wil} live for
hundreds of years, and effect improvements
that will not show any eash return, though
they #dd greatly to the beauty of the pro-
perty and the area generally. When people
fall in love with their land, knowing that
their tenure is secure, they will effeet im-
provements that are not necessarily pro-
duetive, but which greatly enhance the
beauty of the land. T eannot see anyone
doing that with leasebold land.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Not even with a
999 years' lease?

Hon. L. CRAIG: No, because it might
not necessarily be passed on to their child-
ren. Whether land is leased for 999 years
or in perpetuity, the owner still never has
ful] control of it.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (East) [4.43]: T
am afraid Mr. Craig has the impression
that T said there was no difference between
the leasehold and freehold of property.
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Hon, L. Craig: I did not think you said
that, at all.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In this ease the
(‘ommonwealth Government has insisted
upon the leasehold system.  The people
wenerally in Western Australia—and even
the Labour P’arty, whieh first introduced
the leasehold system in Western Austraha
—have not favoured leasehold greatly,
inasmuch as a little whiie ego the home-
stead blocks, on which workers’ homes are
built, reverted to the freehold system. I
see no difference between a lease in per-
petuity and a 999 years’ lease. I have no
idez what the world will be like in a
thousand years from now, but I feel it is
only playing with legislation to make this
alteration, However, if it is the desire of
the Commonwealth Government 1 suppose
there is no alternative.

I} sgree with My, Craig that there is
no encouragement for men to effect some
classes of improvements to leasehold pro-
perty. I do not know what are the pro-
visions for re-appraisement, but whether
the periods are 10 years, 20 years, or 100
vears, the holders of the leases will still
be frightened of what may he done. It
is quite all right in the pastoral areas to
provide for a leasehold system, but where
smaller areas of land are concrned, I am
sure grealer satisfaction is given both to
the Government and the holder of the land
if the holder obtains the land in fee simple.
The argument advanced on the introduction
of the measure was that in the past, re-
turned soldiers with wvery little capital
were placed on the land, and that it was
felt that the payments necessary to obtain
the freehold were an obstacle standing in
the way of such men. I do not agree that
that was the case.

The renta! system in this State has been
s0 generous that it could not be said to
mar the possibility of a farmer being &
sueeess. AL most the payment on 1,000
aeres would not he more than £40 a year.
Admittedly, farms today tend to bhe larger
than they were immediately after the 1914-
1918 war, when the ohject was to provide
men with land at a low rental, but that
does not encourage men to effect improve-
ments, more partieularly if it means that
the more improvements effected the higher
the value of the land and consequently
the bhigher the rent. .I do not objeet to
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the Bill, but did not want the House to
gain the impression that 1 was in favour
of leasebold. I am not. I believe that free-
hold is the best tenure from every point
of view. We have still great areas avail-
able in Western Australia, and I feel that
the land should be owned by those who oc-
cupy it. ‘

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
3. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban)
(4501 in moving the second reading said:
This Bill, although very short, is important
and will have far-reaching effects. It has
arisen out of circumstances which have bren
aired in both Chambers for some time, that
is, the iron-ore lenses at Koolan Island. The
Bill provides that the Minister may contract
and arrange for the development and min-
ing of any iron-ore, coal or limestone re-
sources of the State. It is necessary fo in-
clude limestone because that is a necessity
in ease of heavy industries.

The measure also provides that the Minis-
ter may promeote or assist in the promotion
of any company having as its objects or as
part of its objeets the development of min-
ing of any of the irom-ore, coal or limestone
regources of the State or the establishment,
maintenance or carrying on of an iron in-
dustry, a steel industry or an integrated iron
and steel industry. He may also direet or
control or assist in the direction or control
of any such company—in other words, be
a director of such ecompany—and make ad-
vanees and guarantee funds to the company.
He may also make any contract, alone or
jointly, with any company for the provision
of capital, the employment of staff and so
on. In particolar the Bill seeks to. ratify
the agreement made between the Minister
for Industrial Development and H. A. Bras-
sert & Co. Lid,

Members may recall that some time azo
Koolan Island was leased, and finally the
lease was transferred to Brassert & Co.
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Shortly after the war started, an embargo
was placed on the export of iron-ore whieh,
of covrse, resulted in the eclosing down of
everything at Koolan Island. A large sum
of money was expended on the island and
exemption was granted to Brasserts until
12 moaths after the cessation of hostilities.
Finally an application was made for fur-
ther exainption, and the Government de-
cided not to grant it as it would not permit
the deposits on Koolan Island to be tied
up. Brasserts then sent its secretary from
England to negotiate with the Government
to ascariain the position of the company
beeause a large sum of money had been ex-
pended by it. The Government found that it
could not willy-nilly forfeit the leases.
Legally it could, but morally, if T nay so
express it, it conld not.

After negoliations with the secretary of
Brasgse:ts, an arrangement was made where-
by the c¢ompany was to have the iron-
ore denosits and the Government to retain
the other half. At the end of the Bill there
is a rather cxtensive map showjng the divi-
sion of the island and the deposits. The
arrangement is satisfactory not only to
Brasserts but also in every way. The agree-
ment contained in the schedule sets ont
exactly what is proposed. Under paragraph
(7) complete exemption for four years will
he granted to the company and, at the ecd
of four yecars, the leases will become liable
to forfeiture, unless certain things bappen.
The agreement is subjeet to ratification by
Parliament and by Brasserts. Already the
compary has ratified the agreement and it
now rests with Parliament to do likewise.
I have no hesitation in asking the House
to ratify the agreement,

Under the terms of the agreement the
ecompary has to supply up to a maximum of
1,000,000 tons of iron-ore per annum to the
Government, virtually at cost price f.o.b.
at Koolan Jsland.  There is an alter-
native price at the option of the Govern-
- ment, which is the cost of producing the
ore, ani is fully set out in paragraph (5).
That is the lowest f.o.bh. price, Koolan
Island, at which ore is being supplied to the
company’s other customers. It may be sub-
jeet to the Commonwealth’s wishes that the
jron-ore shall be exported, perhaps to the
United States of Ameriea, in exchange for
fabricaled steel or iron.

Perhaps it would be
examine the reason for the Bill.

interesting to
Some little
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time ago, Mr. Conrow, whe has had con-
siderable experienca in the production of
steel, approached the Government with the
object of starting heavy industry in West-
ern Australia. Mr. Conrow wanted to float
a company lo use Koolon Island iron-ore,
but at the time the whole of the island was
under lease to Brasserts. That is when the
negotiations, which have now been finalised,
were started with Brasserts. Now, one-half
of the iron-ore deposits will be available to
the Government and also a million tons of
ore from Brasserts, if we so desire. The
intention af Mr. Conrow is to float a com-
pany with a capital of £125,000. When
£75,000 has been subseribed, the Government
will take up £25,000 worth of shares and
will lend another £25,000 to the eompany.
Mr. Conrow will receive 3,000 fully paid
up shares as his expenses for the work he
has done In negotiating.

If the investigations prove that an in-
tegrafed steel industry is sound, a eompany
to he ealled the Western Steel Enterprises
may proceed to develop such an indusiry
and make arrangements for further capital.
By this T mean the £125,000 referred to.
Mr. Conrow will be one of the directors,
the (Government will appoint a seecond
director, and the shareholders will appoint
a third direetor. The Bill provides that any
companies to which the Government may
sabseribe will not come within the provisions
of the State Trading Concerbs Aect. Clanse
2 of the Bill is neeessary hecause the mea-
sure must be construed as subjeet to the
Commonwealth Constitution Aet, and be-
cause the Commonwealth deals with ques-
tions of export and the raising of capital.

An important matter is that the technical
officer of a large chemical manufacturing
firm has arrived in Perth, and is examining
the possibilities of his firm establishing a
chemica) industry in conjunction with these
iron and stee] works. A large range of
chemical production is being investigated,
and it will use, ag the main raw materials,
coal, ‘imestone, acetic acid and methanol.
Thereflore, it is necessary to include lime-
stone in the Bill. The Government may
desire to enter into similar negotiations
with a company whose produets are closely
relate¢ to those now under .review. This
probably brings to the minds of members
tho industry at Wundowie and the develop-
ments there.
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The charcoal-iron industry at Wundowie
comprises four main seetions, namely, saw-
milling, blast furnace, refinery and housing.
At present there is a spot mill at Wundowie
and those in authority are proceeding with
the establishment of the main sawmill. Saw-
dust is being used for firing, It is hoped
there will be little or no waste. A gpot
mill is in full production, and it ig antici-
pated that the whole plant will be ready
to earry on—in June, 1948—with the pro-
duction of pig iron which will provide
Chambherlain Industries at Welshpool with
their requirements. It is hoped to use the
waste products, such as elag, for the manu-
faetore of slag wool and building board.
It ig estimated there will be a revenue of
£1,000 a year from that sourece.

The work is progressing very rapidly.
Some 50 houses have now been completed
and are occupied by employees. There are
50 children at the school. It is true that at
present the sehool is held in the hall, and the
erection of a more suitable building is neces-
sary. As I have pointed out, the Bill is in-
troduced with a view of allowing the Gov-
ernment tn take shares in companies for the
purpose of promoting these industries, and
especially of ratifying the agreement in the
schedule. There may he other matters about
which members would like to know, and,
whether by way of reply to the second read-
ing debate, or in Committee, 1 shall be only
tog pleased to endeavour to provide as far
as I can, the information they desire. T refer
members, for better clarification pf the posi-
tion, to the debate that took place in another
place in connection with the Koolan Island
leases, and the remarks of the Minister for
Industrial Development which are contained
at page 1047 and the following pages of the
present year's “Hanpsard” I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon, C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

BILL--LICENSING (PROVISIONAL
CERTIFICATE),

Becond Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-

Suburban) '[5.5]: The genesis of this Bill
iz almost entirely due to the difficult posi-
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tion which arose in conncetion with the
Rottnest Board of Control. Baek in 1939,
a provisional license was granted to the
board and one of the conditions of the
license, as is the ease with all such licenscs,
was that the building should be erected within
12 months. Members will no doubt reeall
that early in 1940, Rotitnest Island was
completely eccupied by the military authoyi-
ties, with the result that the ecivilian popu-
lation was evacuated to the mainland. It
became entirely impossible for the Rotlnest
Board of Control to eomply with the build-
ing conditions of the license. Since the
island has been handed back to the board—
about two years ago—it has been equally
impossible for an hotel to be constructed.

Members will agree that the matter of
housing the people is of paramount im-
portanee, and that the building of a
luxury holiday hotel must wait until
such time as the reguirements of the
unhoused or partly-housed people are
satisfied. In 1941, legislation was intro-
duced, which set out that the holder of any
provisional license granted after the 5th
Decemher, 1940, could apply to have the
period extended until the end of the war
and 12 months after. That measure pro-
tected the rights of those people and delayed
the process of building. But members know
the risk that is now attendant on such a
provision beeanse we do not know when the
war will be declared to have ended. The
Commonwealth Government may, by pro-
clamation, declare the war to have ceased:
or a peace treaty might be signed. Eithet
of those things eould easily happen in the
next six or twelve months. In that case,
the holders of provisional licenses would
have only twelve months in whieh to con-
struet the buildings in accordance with the
approved plans and specifientions.

It will be realised that by 1949 the people
are not likely to be completely housed, nor
are building materials likely to be in full
supply. This Bill seeks to extend the pro-
visiong of the section which relates to the
eventual eonstruction of the buildings until
the 31lst December, 1951, and from that
date another twelve months will be allowed
during which the holders of the provisional
licenses may fulfil the building requirements.
That is to say, they will be protected under
this Bill, if it becomes law, until 3lst



[27 NoveMser, 1947.]

Deeember, 1952, Ahout two or three months
4g0 the Rottnest Board of Control reveived
from the lLicensing Court a letter intimating
that the board had not complied with the
condit ons of its provisional license. The
1841 legislation did not protect the Rotf-
nest Board of Control, hecause it merely
applied to provisional licenses granted after
the 5th Decomber, 1040. The Rottnest
Beard of Control’s license was granted in
July, 1930 The board’s attention was
drawn to the fact that not only was it not
protected by the 1941 legislation, but it
had fuiled to meet the requirements of its
provisional license.

The Licensing Court pointed out that be-
cause of that failure the Board of Controi
could have its £1,000-bond, which was
lodged with the applieation for the license,
estreated. That naturally alarmed the
board, and it applied to the Crown Law De-
partment to find out where it stood. The
Crown Law authorities suggested that this
Bill b: introduced and made retrospective
to a date prior_to the granting of the pro-
visionzl license, At the same time, this
measure gives protection until the end of
1952, to two other holders of provisional
licenses—I think they are for an hotel at
North Perth and one at Agnew. 8o, the
Bil}, il it becomes an Aect, will provide es-
gential protection not only for the Rott-
nest Board of Control, but for these other
two holders of provisional licenses, I hope
the Bill will meet with the approval of
members, I support the seeond reading.
¥

HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropelitan)
{5.13): T realise it is essential that we do
justice to the people to whom provisional
certificates have been issued, but I would
prefer to see this Bill provide a much
shorter period. We have reached the stage,
in connection with the whole question of
liqguor eonsumption, when we should re-
view entirely our methods of drinking, the
sale of alecohol and the standards of our
hotels. It may be, when such is carried
out, that a person holding a provisional
license might not eare to go on because of
the buildings that would be required, while
others, who have not applied for a license,
might view the position as an attractive in-
vestment.

With your permission, Mr. President, I
am going to deal with some factors eon-

2207

cerning liquor consumption, that I think
should be reviewed at an early date and
which, to my mind, raise the whole ques-
tion of the wisdom of allowing provisional
licenses to carry on for a term of five
years.: I do not think anyone who has ever
criticised our way of life has failed to com-
ment upon the present mcthods of drinking
in Australin. Surely some moTe reasoned
way of supplying aleoho), as a refreshment,
could be devised. Personally, I do not like
the habit of standing at a bar. There are
many countries in the world where one is
served with aleohol enlygwhilst being seated.
If our Licensing Aect were reviewed we
might find that provisional licenses would
require that seating accommodation be made
available for those desiring to take alcohol.

When wo look at our botels and see men
rushing in after their day’s work, standing
two or three deep at the bars, we must
wonder what is the urge that overcomes
them, Having just recently returned from
a trip through America, I can say that no-
where during the whole of my tour was I
served with liquor whilst standing. If I
went into an hotel or beer cafe, I would
be told that eertainly I c¢ould have a drink,
but first I would have to find a seat. ¥
suggest that if we adopted that course
throughout Australia, we would at once ad-
minister a revolutionary stroke right aeross
the methods of consumption of liquor, one
that would be of benefit to every Austra-
lian. One has only to visualise the differ-
ence in companionship between sitting at
a table and slowly consuming a glass of
alcohol compared with the practice of
standing at a bar and calling for round
after round.

As a physician, T say frankly that I
come aeress quite a number of individuals
who assure me that always before going
home they consume four or five schooners
of beer in a very short time—quite likely,
quite often., If we were to provide that
everyone who wished to be served with
liquor should he seated at a table, then
that econld he done when matters affecting
these certifieates came up for review. 1
wonld have no objeetion whatever to the
Bill if I eould see evidenece of any sort
on the part of the Government that an in-
quiry into the consumption of aleohol irt
this State was to he undertaken within the
peried of five years. Members can imagine



2208

the effeet upon a man who may just pre-
viously have rapidly consumed half-a-
dozen schooners of beer before sitting down
to his dinner. [Physiologically, the effect
upon the man entering his own home must
be apparent.

Another faetor I do not like in conneec-
tion with our method of drinking is the
closed bar system. Apparently one must
go behind closed doors to e¢arry on some
nefarious practice, which merely consists
ol having a glass of beer. IEF our hotels
were designed so that the applicable space
were open, we would not sea the amount of
arute aleoholism that prevails today. As
we carry on at the moment, one might al-
most say that drinking aleohol is practi-
cally solely a homo sexual affair, because
no womsan is allowed into hotel bars, If it
i= not a fact that she is not allowed in, it
certainly is the enstom that she never
enters one. The moment one takes a pari-
ner in for a drink, one must go into the
lounge and pay for the alcohol double the
price that wonld he demanded if it were
bought elsewhere.

Hon. W. R, Hall: Double the cost and
fess guantity.

Hon. J. Q. HISLOP: I think the whole
drinking problem is over-ripe for review
not only from the point of view of its
effeet upon the individual but upon our
national! life. In this climate open air
bars might well be introduced. If they
were, we might give consideration to alter-
ing the times during which aleohol could
be sold. There were many occasions dur-
g my tour abroad when I was able to se-
cure liquor up to midnight or even later.
I can assure the Honse that I saw very
little aeute aleoholism on my travels. I
admit that the same dark blinds and closed
doors were to be seen on occasions and
they almost rang out aloud the faet that
linuor was heing sold within.

Generally speaking, we should see to it
that the premises in whieh liquor is sold

are opened up. and everything done in the.

open. Almost throughout the length and
breadth of Americe, as I erossed it T could
gee men and women able to join together
at tables in the enjovment of aleohol. Tt
was no longer a closed affair as it had heen
in the past, and still is in Australia. There
is one other matter regarding which I de-
sire to offer some eriticism. 1 often feel

[COUNCIL.)

if I zo to purchase a hottle of alecchol at
an hotel that a tremendous favour is being
conterred upon me by the publican. Cer-
tainly, I purchase it at a greater cost than
I wonld have to pay if I procured the
liquor at a shop or Government: store., I
see no reason why a monopely in the sale
of hottles of liquor should be given to
hotelkeepers.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: There are licensed
arocers. .

The Honorary Minister: Yes, who have
gallen licenses,

Hon. J. G. HIST.OP : A grocer sells liquor
by the gallon but it has always been the
custom, when I have bought a single hottle
from him, that he charges it up in some
other form. We are simply asking these
people to break the law, That sort of thing
has been going on for a good many years.
We could well afford to review the position
in connection with the certificates that are
granted for the sale of aleohol. I can see
no reason why there should not be shops or
Government stores that would do nothing
else than sell bottles of liquor, to which one
eould go quite openly and obtain a bottle
as a matter of right and not as one of
eourtesy.

Furthermore, I must eriticise the standard
of our hotels. I should like to see much more
rigid conditions under which certificates are
rranted for the erection of foture premises.
T agree with Mr, Dimmitt in that I can see
no likelihood of any hotels of reasonable
'size being erected within the next five years,
and so this seems to be an excellent oppor-
tnnity to review the standard of hotels that
will be permitted in future. If we are to
look for visitors from abroad we must see
to it that we provide better facilities and
amenities than our hotels have today. A
vigitor from oversea will always look, in
connection with the accommodation provided
at hotels, for a bhathroom attached to his
bedroom. That should not present any in-
superable difficulty in the metropolitan
area.

I also agree that there must inevitably be
varying standards of hotels in order that
those who cannot afford the best aceommo-
dation will still be able to enjoy sueh as
they can pay for. Generally speaking, the
average Australian has not been willing to
pay as much as he should for hotel accom-
modation, particularly if he desires to enjoy
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accommodation that complies with modern
standards, Too long has the hotel been re-
garded as being maintained from the profits
of the bar. I think the interior faeilities
of a hctel should, as it were, stand on their
own financial feet. One of the most beanti-
ful hotels T saw abroad was in Vancouver
and the only place aleohol was seld there
was in a small private bar in the basement.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Were you able to
purchase spirits there?

Hen. J. G. HISLOP: None at all. If
one wanted » boftle, an hotel boy would
purchase it from a neighbouring Govern-
ment store and bring it to one’s room. In
the hotul itself little or no alecohol was sold,
and yet it was easily one of the most beauti-
ful buidings I saw while abroad. I con-
tend the question of hotel accommodation
could well he reviewed. That will mean, of
course, that one will have to pay more for
the best hotel accommodation, which we
should have in the centre of the city. Then
agein ia our centrally sitnated hotels in
particular, much wider menus should be pro-
vided ttan are availahle today.

If a person desires to have a2 meal during
a week night or on Saturday evening at any
leading hotel in Perth, he could almost write
out his menu now, se liitle variation and
such similarity are there to be found. If
visitors from abroad are to he encouraged
here, they will demand a much wider choice
of foods. Without doubt, hotels oversea
have a much wider choice for diners than
is apparent here. If we are to encourag:
vigitors in their tourist capaclty, this matter
must rereive attention. There is also room
for serious criticism of the Licensing Bench
regarding the system of sanitation that is
permitted in hotels, partienlarly with re-
gard to some of the mass bathrooms and
lavatories, The conditions in some of the
country hotels are appalling.

The Bonorary Minister: Hear, hear!

Hon. [. G. HISLOP: I wonder if mem-
bers of the Licensing Bench have had ex-
perience regarding hotels ouiside our own
eountry. There is great need for an im-
provement in standards regarding the mai-
ters [ have mentioned. Sometimes I have
been astonished to note that Australians re-
gard something as beautiful that T consider
is very ordinary. Possibly that is only be-
canse I have had the opportunity and
ability to travel ahroad and, in consequence,
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I am in a position to nole the difference in
standards. I would like to see members who
deal with these licensing matters visit other
couantries so as to have an-.idea of what
available there.

I certainly think appointments to the
Licensing Bench should not be on a merely
political basis but from the point of view
of knowledge and unaderstanding of hotel
standards. If these people were to go abroad
they would be able to appreciate what the
modern standards m hotels really mean.
Then I think we would see.some improve-
ment in the hotels of this State. I wonder
whether the Health Department has not
also been at fault in permitting some of
the sanitary accommodation in our couniry
hotels. 1 know of eountry hotels in which
the shower-rooms and the lavatories have
windows facing on to a closed corridor, and
50 have no opening to the ouiside air. Yet
those premises have been built in recent
times. I believe the tine is ripe to consider
these provisiona] certificates on the basis
of what really are the future requirements
of the State.

‘While we are reviewing these certifieates,
might it not be well also to have regard to
the relationship of breweries to hotel owner-
ship? I do pot know whether it is a good
thing or a bad thing, but I would like to
investigate the question, because 1 have a
feeling that that relationship destroys the
personel incentive which one expects from
innkeepers and hofelkeepers, If a man is
responsible to a board of directors, or if
he himself owns a hotel, he will render a
higher standard of service to the public
than if he is simply placed in charge by
a company whose main desire is to sell
its aleohol and which regards as a second-
ary consideration the raising of the stand-
ard of hote! accommodation. I think the
hotels which are at present controlled by
breweries are of a higher standard than
those which are not, but I would like to have
the matter investigated to ascertain whether
such control is becoming so extensive as to
amount to a monopoly, thus preventing pri-
vate enterprise from embarking on the hotel
trade.

Ong factor that must be borne in mind
is that when brewerics acquire hatels, their
main object is to press the sale of (h-i-
products. T believe the correct method 1o
be this: Each man should be allowed to
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indulge his toste as to the liguor he con-
sumes. Under the present system, there is
little likelihood of our being able to pur-
chase the thin beers one can obtain abroad.
Many people prefer the thin beers which
are brewed by the old German families, as
they consider them much more pleasing than
the type of beer brewed in Western Aus-
tralia. Other people, of course, prefer the
Western Australian beer. If, however, the
trend is towards monopolistic eontrol, we
shall have still fewer opportunities to ob-
tain varying types of alechol. I do »ot
wish to labour the question, but I have
brought these matters before the House be-
cause I helieve the time is ripe, in common
parlance, for an investigation to be made
into the consnmption of aleoho] during the
time that this measure will be in force.

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

.

BILL—MILK ACT AMENDMENT (No. 2).
Second Reading,
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. G HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[5.34]: 1 merely wish to draw attention to
the fact that I am not altogether happy
about the question of providing compensa-
tion for those pcople whose cattle have been
destrayed as a result of having been found to
be reactors to the tuberculin test. T have no
objection whatever to fair compensation
being paid to & man who has been ordered
to destroy some of his stock; but it strikes
me Hiat there ere many other avenues in
our ordinary life which entail risk in busi-
ness. If there is that risk, then we insure
against loss. Conld we go further in. this
Bill and provide compensation for a man
who might lose a buil for which he paid one
thousand guineas? Can we go on raising
the amount of compensation te meet such
a position? Shonld not the question of
incuring herds and adding the .cost of the
insurance to production costs be considered?
The reply will be that if this were done
the cost to the consumer would be raised;
but which is preferable?

Seeondly, T would draw attention to the
fact that there can be great visk to the
milk sapply by a too whole-hearted con-
demnation of eattle as a result of wide-

[COUNCIL.]

spread testing. I must advert to the faet
that on more than one oceasion I have
brought before the House the need for the
institution of compulsery ppsteurisation
along with the control of tuberculosis in
cattle through testing. The two main fac.
tors to be taken into consideration in the
effect that milk supply has on the health
of the individual are tuberculosis and un-
dulant fever. Ridding the herds of tuber-
culosis will not control undulant fever. If
we start on a eampaign of compensation
for cows that are so infected, we shall find
ourselves in extreme difficulty beeause no-
where hes it been found possible to rid
herds of undulant fever. The only method
of making milk safe for the public, so far
as undulant fever is comcerned, is pasteur-
isation. It scems to me that when we ave
told that 43 per cent. of a herd are
reactors— '

The Honorary Minister: Who teld you
that?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: You mentioned it.

The Honarary Minister: Thut was in the
metropolitan area.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: If we destroy 43
per cent. of the herds in the metropolitan
area, we are leaving untouched a condition
which should have been rectified when we
were dealing with the parent Aet last year.
We should have refused to allow milk to
be produced in the metropolitan aren,

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Hear, hear!

Hon. .J. G, HISLOP: The destruction of
those eattle will leave the rest of the metra-
politan cattle to develop tuberculesis, as
they will not be able to obtain sufficient
nourishment where they are reared; so that
makes nonsense to me. If we are to be
sensihle in this matter, we must go hand-
in-hand with the two processes.  We must
sce thal ihe disease, tuberculosis, is eradi-
eated from the herds over a time, but we
shonid at the same time proceed as rapidly
asg possible with compulsory pasteurisation.
It will take many years to rid the herds of
tuberculosis; it will take a mueh longer
period to rid the herds of tuberele if the
cattle in  the metropolitan area remain in
the econdilion in which T and other members
of the House have seen them., Tt would be
much better to toke sueh combined aetion.
T have no objection to cradication of
tubercle by means of the tubereulin test in
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eattle, but I do not want that to halt any
move toewards compulsory pasteuvisation.

Sinee I have rteturned from abroad, T
have zlready seen one very virulent case
of undulant fever, and I have heard of three
others. This will not be got rid of by look-
ing for tubereulin reactors in cattle.  That
disease can only be eradicated by pasteurisa-
tion, While T was abroad, I made it my
business to look into the milk question.
Wherever T went, I found milk was sup-
plied, pasteurised, in a gealed bottle. No-
where did I see milk distributed in open
cans. | saw nothing resembling milk bars.
I thinl: it will be found that the milk sold
at our milk bars contains the highest bae-
teria counl. I saw no-one abroad drinking
milk otker than milk in a bottle sealed with
straw, and in 99 cases out of 100 the straw
had been wrapped in paper hefore, being
handed to the customer. Even in the hotels
milk was brought to the eustomers in 12-o0z.
bottles.  Last vear I was told that there
would be the greatest difficulty in obtaining
supplies of 12-0z. bottles.

My desire is once more to bring before
the House the veal need for compulsory
pasteurisation jn this State, and to make it
quite clear that by concentrating solely on
tuberer hn reactors, we are delaying the pro-
cess. 1 hope the Minister, in replying, will
be able to tell the House how far he has
gone, und how far the industry has gone,
townrd pasteurisation. T had a staggering
experience when I entered the office of the
Deputy Commissioner of Public Health in
Chicago. During a conversation with him,
when 1 said T was inquiring about pasteuri-
gation, he asked, “Did you see tuberculous
glands in the necks of children in Western
Australia?”’ I said, “Unfortunately, yes.” He
said, “What a shame! That disease has gone
from here.” Yet that is a disease which we
see in this country and T think there were
about 39 known eases at the Children’s Hos-
pital when we last spoke ebout it.  Thal
disense is still here; and yet in a city like
Chiecago, with 3,500,000 people, it is un-
known hecause, they assured me, not a drop
of milk is sold that is mnot pasteurised,
bottled and sealed. '

T went to Boston and asked the Commis-
sionegr of Public Xealth whether he had
cases of tuberculous glands of the neck nofi-
fied. 1Te said, “ I do not think so. T will

s
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find out. I never heard of it.” He rang for
hig officers and they knew nothing about it.
I decided to write to the children’s hospitals
in a number of large cities in Ameriea, and I
have supplied the Premier with the letters I
have reccived from those institutions. Almost
invariably they attributed the absence of
the complaint in a major way to pasteurisa-
tion of milk. In fact surgicel tuberculosis
of any sort is very rare throughout those
big cifies.

At lunch I was sitting one day with Dr.
Balfour, Direetor of the Mayo Clinic, He
turned to one of his colleagues and said,
“You would not know what 1 am talking
about, but in places where they do not
pasteurise their milk they are subject to
seeing tuberculous glands in the neck in
young children.,” He szid to me, “I sup-
pose you still see them down your way,”
and 1 replied, “We do.” He said, “ When
I firsi: came here I used to spend hours tak-
ing taese infected glands out of the necks
of yoang children. We do not see them to-
day.”

When I was in the position to realise that
in cities of that nature, just by the introdue-
tion of compulsory pasteurisation associated
also with the eradieation of tubercle from
the herds, which is a slower process, they
had eracdieated tubercular adenitis, as in-
fected glands in the neck are called and,
in the main, surgical tuberculosis in children,
I felt that every time I rose in this House
I shoulil emphasise the nead in thig eity for
compulsory pasteurisation. Surely no man
who is fond of children or bas children of
his own is going fo run the known risk in
this eity of those children developing tuber-
eulous glands when he knows that by insist-
ing on compulsory pasteurisation he ean
give them the opportunity Jo miss that hor-
rible disesse. I feel thai more emphasig
shounid he laid on what has been done to-
wards compulsory pasteurisation of milk at
the same time as we consent—as I readily
eonsent—through this Bill to give compensa-
tion to men whose cattle have been destroy-
ed. T ask, therefore, that the Minister tell
the House what progress has been made to-
wards that not only desivable but essential
step of iniroducing compulsory pastenrisa-
rion in this State.

On motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter, debate
adjourned.
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BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Goveroment Railways Act Amendment.

2, Western Australian Government Tram-
ways and Ferries.

Received from the Assembly,

BILL—INCREASE OF BRENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly reeeived and
read notifying that it had agreed to amend-
ments Nos. 1, 2 and 3 made by the Council
and had disegreed to No, 4.

House udjourned at 5.53 p.m.

Tegislative Assembly.

Thursday, 27th November, 1947.
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[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTIONS.
HOUSING.
(a) Az to Permits for Eustern Goldfields.

Mr. STYANTS
Premier;

(1) How many building permits and the
subsequent permits for rclease of materials
were issued for Kalgoorlie, Boulder Muni-
cipal, and Kalgoorlie Road Board Districts
for the six months from the lst November,
1946, to the 30th April, 1947, and for the
period from the 1lst May to the 30th No-
vemnber, 1947, respectively?

(2) What was the value of the materials
relensed?

(on notice) asked the

(3) 1s it correet that materials are not
being made available promptly, so that
contractors are able to complete workers’
homes® within a ressonable time of signing
contracts?

(4) What quantity of corrugated gal-
vanised iron has been made available to the
above districts during the past six months?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) House permits issned
30/4/47—XKalgoorlie, 36,
total, 48,

Value material and labour—Kalgoor-
lie, £10,514; Boulder, £3421; total, £13,935.

House permits issued 1/5/47 to 24/11/47
—Kalgoorlie, 55; Boulder, 13; total 68.

Value material and labour—Kalgoorlie,
£18,199; Boulder, £3,978; total, £22,177

Details have been grouped according to
the post office addresses of applicants. It
would be difficult to supply informatioen
nnder the headings of loea! authority dis-
triets.

1/11/46 to
Boulder, 12;

(2) Tuformation regarding value of ma-
terials is not available. Permits are issued
on the basis of total cost of labomr and
materials.

{3) Anuthority to purchasc materials is
issned with the permit, but coniractors in
Goldfields areas are experiencing the same
difficulties as metropolitan builders in ob-
taining eertain materials, particularly floor-
ing, roofing materials, water piping, porce-
lain enamelware, glass, ete. In the case of
all items imported from the Eastern States,

and partienlarly steel products, the posi-

tion is diffieult.



